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Facebook, the world's largest social network, announced in January 2011 that it had 600 million users around the world. The company has grown at a meteoric pace, doubling in size since 2009 and pushing international competitors aside. Its policies, more than those of any other company, are helping to define standards for privacy in the Internet age.
Facebook  is a website launched in February 2004 that is operated and privately owned by Facebook, Inc. Users may create profiles with photos, lists of personal interests, contact information, and other personal information, add other users as friends and communicate with them and other users through private or public messages and a chat feature, including automatic notifications when they update their profile. Additionally, users may join common interest user groups, organized by workplace, school, or college, or other characteristics, some of which are maintained by organizations as a means of advertising.	To allay concerns about privacy, Facebook enables users to choose their own privacy settings and choose who can see specific parts of their profile. The website is free to users, and generates revenue from advertising, such as banner ads (​http:​/​​/​en.wikipedia.org​/​wiki​/​Web_banner" \o "Web banner​). Facebook requires a user’s name and profile picture (if applicable) to be accessible by everyone. Users can control who sees other information they have shared, as well as who can find them in searches, through their privacy settings.
Facebook is a very popular thing among all users of the Web, but in spite of this it has been met with controversies (​http:​/​​/​en.wikipedia.org​/​wiki​/​Criticism_of_Facebook" \o "Criticism of Facebook​). It has been blocked intermittently in several countries including the People's Republic of China (​http:​/​​/​en.wikipedia.org​/​wiki​/​People%27s_Republic_of_China​), Vietnam (​http:​/​​/​en.wikipedia.org​/​wiki​/​Vietnam​), Iran (​http:​/​​/​en.wikipedia.org​/​wiki​/​Iran​), Uzbekistan (​http:​/​​/​en.wikipedia.org​/​wiki​/​Uzbekistan​), Pakistan (​http:​/​​/​en.wikipedia.org​/​wiki​/​Pakistan​), Syria (​http:​/​​/​en.wikipedia.org​/​wiki​/​Syria​), and Bangladesh (​http:​/​​/​en.wikipedia.org​/​wiki​/​Bangladesh​) on different bases. For example, it was banned in many countries of the world on the basis of allowed content judged as anti-Islamic and containing religious discrimination. It has also been banned at many workplaces to prevent the wasting of employees' time. The privacy of Facebook users (​http:​/​​/​en.wikipedia.org​/​wiki​/​Criticism_of_Facebook" \l "Privacy_concerns" \o "Criticism of Facebook​) has also been an issue, and the safety of user accounts has been compromised several times. Visiting Facebook became a daily ritual for millions of Internet users. This website has evolved into a broadly popular online destination used by both teenagers and adults of all ages. In country after country, it is cementing itself as the leader and often displacing other social networks, much as it outflanked MySpace in the United States, and one day by bringing order to the Web, Facebook could become as important to all users as Google.
A.M. Dyadechko, ELA


